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in the mails for exactly two months and eleven days, just long enough to prevent New York's Legislature from acting on it.1
After pondering over it for a month, the New York leader of the Anti-Constitutionalist forces wrote Governor Randolph, more than three weeks before the Virginia Convention assembled, the now famous letter stating that Clinton was sure that the New York Convention, to be held June 17, "will, with great cordiality, hold a communication with any sister State on the important subject [a new Federal Convention] and especially with one so respectable in point of importance, ability, and patriotism as Virginia"; and Clinton assumed that the Virginia Convention would "commence the measures for holding such communications/5 2
When Clinton thus wrote to Randolph, he supposed, of course, that the Virginia Governor was against the Constitution. Had the New York Executive known that Randolph had been proselyted by the Constitutionalists, Clinton would have written to Henry, or Mason, or taken some other means of getting his letter before the Virginia Convention. Randolph kept all knowledge of Clinton's fatal communication from everybody excepting his Executive Council. He did not make it public until after the long, hard struggle was ended; when, for the first time, too late to be of any effect, he laid the
1  From this delay Randolph's enemies   have charged that his letter to Clinton was not posted in time.  Much as Randolph had to answer for, this charge is unjust. Letters between Richmond and New York sometimes were two or three months on the way.   (See supra., chap, vii.)
2  Clinton to Randolph, May 8,1788; Conway, 110-12.